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D e s a p a r e c i d a  
I  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  d i s a p p e a r e d .  
N o  j u n t a ,  n o  d e a t h  s q u a d ,  n o  s e c r e t  p o l i c e .  
S o l a m e n t e  l a  f a m i l i a .  
S i n  m e m o r i a ,  s i n  s e n d a .  
W i t h o u t  i d e n t i t y ,  
I  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  t o  m y s e l f .  
N i g h t m a r e s  c a m e  a n d  w e n t .  
I  f l e d  N a z i s ,  v o l c a n o e s ,  n u c l e a r  f a l l o u t .  
M y  f a m i l y  i g n o r e d  s e r p i e n t e s  
i n  e v e r y  c u p b o a r d ,  u n d e r  l a  m e s a .  
M y  m o t h e r  b a r r i c a d e d  t h e  b a s e m e n t  d o o r  
a f t e r  a  c r o c o d i l e  m a n g l e d  m y  l e g .  
M y  d a d  c o u l d n ' t  s e e  a n y  o f  i t .  
Z C 6 m o  s e  d i c e  " d e n i a l " ?  
I t  w a s  o n l y  s c e n t s ,  g r u n t s ,  s i g h s ,  t o u c h  
t h a t  t o l d  m e  w h o  t h e y  w e r e  
a n d  w h a t  t h i s  w a s  a b o u t .  
T h e  b o d y  r e m e m b e r e d  w h e n  m y  e y e s  c o u l d  n o t .  
W h e n  t h e  m i n d  c o u l d  n o t .  
W h e n  I  c o u l d  n o t  f a c e  t h e  f a c e s  
o f  t h e  b e l o v e d ,  h a t e d ,  f e a r e d  f a m i l i a .  
W h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  m e m o r y ?  
W h e n  t h e  c h i l d  c o u l d  n o t  f o r g e  
a  s e n s e  o f  s e l f .  
n o  e r a  p o s i b l e  d a r  a  l u z  
l a  m e m o r i a  v e r b a l .  
S i n  s e n t i d o  d e l  y o ,  
s i n  e g o  d e  c o m p l e t o ,  
e r a  d e s t e r r a d a .  
Z Q u e  s a b i a  y o  d e  m i  m i s m a ?  
S i n  m e m o r i a s  t h a t  p a i n t e d  p i c t u r e s .  
W i t h o u t  m e m o r i e s  t h a t  s p o k e .  
Z Q u i e n  e r a ?  
N o  s a b i a .  
W h o  w a s  I ?  
A  l i s t  o f  l a b e l s  I  c o u l d  n o t  p i e c e  t o g e t h e r .  
K i m  l .  R a n g e r  
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I began to create myself 
with a flowering branch of redbud, 
a toothful of cilantro, 
eyes filled with sky 
and hands with earth. 
I sighed with dread, 
drove with vengeance 
and dredged the riverbottom of self-hatred. 
I slogged through every minute of every hour of every day 
until there was a glint of hope-
tiny. infinitesimal, irridescent glimmer. 
I prayed other writers' words. 
"Make meaning," Frankl said. 
Create a sense of self. 
I began to paint the nightmares-
The dream horses came and went. 
Black Elk's horses. 
Mary Oliver's "wild waste spaces of the sea" 
buffeted me. 
I battled in la corrida, 
yo torero y taro. 
One day I laid a brick 
in a road over the river. 
Three years later I saw a bridge 
overarching the wreakage of memory. 
Now 
Yo soy yo. 
I am myself 
and no one, 
Noone 
can bedarken memory. 
J\im.( 'R.f!ngeris a senior librarian and Information Literacy 
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